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UNIZA Get Together Breakfast 3–2–1Spotlight on…Alumni Schools
(Part 1) BREAK Academy of Fine Arts in Kraków,
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NEW SYNAGOGUE BREAKFAST KASK & Conservatorium in
Ghent, Belgium BREAK School Screening &

Discussion KASK
LUNCH
BREAK

Ukrainian Animation:
Education, Continuity,

and the Future
BREAK 3–2–1Spotlight on…Alumni

Schools (Part 2)
COFFEE
BREAK

Resilience in Animation
– Creating a Mentally
Sustainable Career

STANICA-ZÁRIEČIE
Presentation of the

Animation Festival Network
& Film Screening

Fest Anča Warm-up & Networking Party
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NEW SYNAGOGUE BREAKFAST
From Classroom to Global

Stage: A Student Film
Success Story

BREAK Student Pitching Forum LUNCH
BREAK

Spotlight on Stop Motion:
Animarkt Stop Motion Forum

& Momakin
BREAK Not a Director, Still Essential

(Careers in Animation)
COFFEE
BREAK Speed dating
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New Synagogue Žilina
(Nová synagóga Žilina)
J.M.Hurbana 220/11, Žilina

Stanica Žilina-Záriečie
Závodská cesta 3/2844, Žilina

Žilina Town Theatre
(Mestské divadlo Žilina)
Horný val 1, Žilina

Artforum
Mariánske námestie 194/11, Žilina

Rosenfeld Palace
J.M.Hurbana 335/28, Žilina

Sterio Kino
OC Mirage, Námestie A. Hlinku 7B,
Žilina

UNIZA
Univerzitná 8215/1, Žilina 01026
1. floor, rectorate building

HOTELS

Hotel Grand
Na priekope 127, ŽIlina

Hotel Boss
Čepiel 1, Žilina

UNIZA accommodation
Vysokoškolákov 3836, Žilina

Tent town
Závodská cesta 3/2844, Žilina

VegGo Bistro
Kálov 7, Žilina

Chilteco
Štúrova 1270/3, 010 01Žilina

Sushi Bonsai
Bottova 35/1, Žilina

Beervana
Kuzmányho 104/8, Žilina

Asian fast food bistro
Mariánske námestie 157, Žilina

Smash Burger
Mariánske námestie 161/20, Žilina

RESTAURANTS

10%discounts for festival visitors
after showing the festival wristband
and when paying in cash.
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TUESDAY, JUNE 30

UNIZA

9:00 – 10:30
Get Together Breakfast

10:30 – 12:00
3–2–1Spotlight on…Alumni Schools (Part 1)
Participating schools from previous Student Forums
present their approach to teaching animation alongside
a selection of student works. Each presentation follows
a simple structure – approach, films, and a final “signa-
ture moment” – giving each school the scope to express
its identity and creative focus.

12:00 – 12:15
BREAK

12:15 – 13:15
Academy of Fine Arts in Kraków, Poland
with Robert Sowa & Ewa Grzesiak
V4 Focus School Presentation and Screening: The
Animation Film Studio at the Academy of Fine Arts in
Kraków
How do schools approach the teaching of animation?
What does their curriculum look like? What is a grad-
uate’s profile? Representatives from the participating
schools address these and other questions in their pre-
sentations.

13:15 – 14:15
LUNCH

14:15 – 15:45
School Screening & Discussion Krakow
V4 Focus School Presentation and Screening: The
Animation Film Studio at the Academy of Fine Arts in
Kraków
Presentation of students’ work.

15:45 – 16:15
COFFEE BREAK

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1

NEW SYNAGOGUE

9:00 – 9:30
Breakfast

09:30 – 10:30
KASK & Conservatorium in Ghent, Belgium
with Maï Calon & Anton Cla
How do schools approach the teaching of animation?
What does their curriculum look like? What is a grad-
uate’s profile? Representatives from the participating
schools address these and other questions in their pre-
sentations.

10:30 – 10:45
BREAK

10:45 – 12:15
School Screening & Discussion KASK
Presentation of students’ work.

12:15 – 13:15
LUNCH BREAK

13:15 – 14:00
Ukrainian Animation:
Education, Continuity, and the Future
with Serhii Mirankov
This presentation introduces Ukrainian animation as
a living artistic and educational tradition. It reflects on its
place within the Institute of Screen Arts in Kyiv, the con-
tinuity between generations of students and alumni, and
the broader context of the upcoming 100-year anniversa-
ry of Ukrainian animation. It also highlights current efforts
to increase its visibility through education, screenings,
and international exchange.

14:00 – 14:15
BREAK

14:15 – 15:30
3–2–1Spotlight on…Alumni Schools (Part 2)
Participating schools from previous editions of the Stu-
dent Forum present their approach to teaching animation
alongside a selection of student works. Each presentation
follows a simple structure – approach, films, and a final
“signature moment” – giving each school space to ex-
press its identity and creative focus.

THURSDAY, JULY 2

NEW SYNAGOGUE

9:00 – 9:30
Breakfast

09:30 – 10:30
From Classroom to Global Stage:
A Student Film Success Story
V4 Case Study: Student Film Success Story
with Daria Kashcheeva, writer, director
Daria Kashcheeva shares the journey behind her inter-
nationally acclaimed student films Daughter and Electra.
From FAMU to global recognition, she reflects on her cre-
ative process and student experience. Blending stop-mo-
tion with live-action, her work pushes boundaries and
stands as an inspiring example of how student films can
resonate worldwide.

10:30 – 10:45
BREAK

10:45 – 12:15
Student Pitching Forum
This is a platform where students present their bache-
lor or master’s animation projects to a panel of industry
professionals.

12:15 – 13:15
LUNCH

13:15 – 14:15
Spotlight on Stop Motion:
Animarkt Stop Motion Forum & Momakin
V4 Case Study
with Paulina Zacharek & Agnieszka Szkudlarek (MOMA-
KIN)
This presentation introduces ANIMARKT Stop Motion
Forum, a leading stop motion international event. Orga-
nized by MOMAKIN, it connects creators, producers, and
distributors through pitching, workshops, and network-
ing. The session highlights industry insights, production
realities, and opportunities for students to engage with
professional practice.

16:15 – 17:15
Cooperation between animation studios and
academia in Poland
V4 Case Study
with Robert Sowa, Head of Animation Film Studio, Acad-
emy of Fine Arts in Kraków & Aneta Zagórska, producer,
founder of Krakow Film Klaster
This presentation introduces the Krakow Animation Centre,
a production studio that bridges education and industry.
As part of the Krakow Film Cluster, it connects profession-
als with emerging talents, supports student collaboration,
and develops original projects from shorts to features.
A practical example of how schools can strengthen ties
with industry and expand international opportunities.

17:15 – 18:30
Žilina sightseeing

NEW SYNAGOGUE BAR

20:00 – 21:00
Labour of Love
LOL is a platform for students to showcase their passion
projects – creative work that stretches beyond tradition-
al animation. From VFX, game development, visual arts,
analogue crafts to any other form of artistic exploration,
LOL celebrates the ways animation connects and inspires
across disciplines. It’s your chance to share what you
love with a community of peers, professionals, and fellow
creators.

21:00
DRINK

15:30 – 16:00
COFFEE BREAK

16:00 – 18:00
Resilience in Animation – Creating a Mentally Sustainable
Career
Presentation & Case Study
with Louise Johansen, founder of Sane Cinema
This session focuses on wellbeing and mental health in
animation. Louise introduces international key insights
– from individual pressures to industry demands – along-
side practical tools for healthier work practices. A moder-
ated case study with Lyza Jarvis, Tallinn-based animator
and MA student and faculty member of EKA, will bring
lived experiences to the conversation, opening the space
for reflection, conversation, and more sustainable ap-
proaches to creative work.

STANICA-ZÁRIEČIE

20:00 – 21:00
Presentation of the Animation Festival Network & Film
Screening
AFN representative tells us how the Animation Festival
Network supports filmmakers, followed by screening of
curated programme, That’s What She Said - collection
of films by female directors from CEE (comprising films
screened by Animation Festival Network members:
Anifilm, Animafest, Fest Anča, Animest and Animateka),
selected by the festivals’ programme directors.

21:00
Fest Anča Warm-up & Networking Party
Start the festival together! Join students, teachers, and
animation professionals for an easy-going evening of mu-
sic, conversation, and new connections. Everyone’s wel-
come.

14:15 – 14:30
BREAK

14:30 – 15:30
Not a Director, Still Essential (Careers in Animation)
V4 Case Study
with Marek Jasaň, animator
Marek provides a behind-the-scenes look at careers be-
yond directing. Drawing from his films like Electra (2023)
and Tales from the Magic Garden (2025), he reflects
on roles such as lead animator and the importance of
collaboration. His journey shows how diverse skills – from
stop-motion to hybrid techniques – can open varied and
meaningful paths in the animation industry.

15:30 – 16:00
COFFEE BREAK

16:00 – 18:00
Speed dating
A unique opportunity for students to meet and talk to
distributors, producers, and other film professionals in
a fast-paced setting.

FRIDAY, JULY 3

V4 Roundtable for teachers


